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THE TALIBAN TAKEOVER OF AFGHANISTAN 
AND CONSEQUENCES FOR EUROPE: 
PERSPECTIVES FROM THE BALKANS
Online discussion (via ZOOM)
4 November 2021
11:00 – 12:30 (EET, Sofia Time) // 10:00 – 11:30 (CET)

On 29 February 2020, the US and the Taliban signed an agreement that set the terms for an American withdrawal from Afghanistan by May 1, 2021 (later postponed for September 2021). At the time of the agreement, the US had about 13,000 troops in Afghanistan. During the first half of August 2021 the Taliban took control of Afghanistan and entered the capital Kabul, as the Afghan president fled the country. Since then the Taliban government has been seeking international legitimacy.  
Inter alia, the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan can spur serious migrant-related implications, in a déjà vu scenario reminiscent of the 2015 refugee crisis, when over a million asylum seekers crossed into Europe. The current situation almost certainly raises the risk of a rise in populism across the European continent, and will likely challenge the political will and cohesion among member‑states. 
A crucial region to observe is the Balkans, as it serves as a natural transit route for refugees towards Western Europe. On 22 August, Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša, whose country is holding the rotating Presidency of the Council of the EU, said the bloc would not allow a surge of Afghan refugees. Nevertheless, a possible refugee crisis can very well serve as a sharp reminder for European capitals that stability in the Balkans and the EU is interconnected, and that overlooking the region will bring instability closer to home for many Europeans. In addition, an influx of migrants might stir up a domestic political gridlock on key criteria for accession, such as rule of law, freedom of the press, and human rights. Increased migration and instability are not issues to which the Balkan countries can find solutions on their own, hence an increased levels of dialogue will be needed with Brussels and other European capitals. 
This online discussion aims to examine the main strategic consequences for the European Union and the Western Balkans stemming from the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan, in particular in the fields of security, migration, and democracy.
Questions we seek to answer:
· How are developments in Afghanistan influencing European security and democracy? 
· How can European governments be best prepared to respond to increased migration and instability across the continent? 
· As a natural transit route for refugees to Western Europe, how can the Balkans play a meaningful role in fostering a common strategic culture across Europe? 
· Could a potential refugee crisis accelerate or hinder the already stalled European accession of the countries in the Balkans?

               AGENDA 

Opening Remarks: 
Thorsten Geissler, Director, Sofia Office, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
Yordan Bozhilov, President of Sofia Security Forum

Moderator: 
Mirela Petkova, Program Coordinator, Southeast European Centre for Asia-Pacific Studies (SEECAPS)

Speakers:
Ruslan Trad, Co-Founder and Editor, De Re Military, Bulgaria
Prof. Dr. Nikola Dujovski, Dean of the Faculty of Security – Skopje, University “St. Kliment Ohridski”- Bitola, Republic of North Macedonia
Vuk Vuksanović, Associate of LSE IDEAS, Senior Researcher at the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy, Serbia
Martin Sokolov, Co-founder of Research Centre 'Knowledge and Progress' and Research Fellow, Centre for National Security and Defence Research - BAS, Bulgaria

Q&A and Discussion 

Register for the event at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde-hpjgjHN3DCeJ0wR_mbv4oUQJ0LdQ9      (copy the link and paste in your browser)

After the registration you will receive a link to the event per se.
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